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A.T. Gibbons      
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    William A. Vasos. Y 3/C 
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208 North Walnut St.   Is Charged 
Carroll, Iowa 
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[[Letterhead: RETAIL CREDIT COMPANY]] 
 
   Nov 26, 1945 
Dear Bill, 
 I hardly know how to begin this letter,  
honestly! If I would write what I’d like  
to tell you, I’d be writing a book –‘cause  
there’s that much has happened to me since  
we parted company at Bainbridge! 
 But I guess if I reestablish communications  
with you via the medium of this letter, maybe  
gradually I can tell you a few of the things I’ve  
been doing – and you visa versa! 
 First an apology – a sincere one – for not  
having kept up communications with you. I  
really don’t quite know how I ever got lax  
in my writing like I did – especially to you,  
for I had such a wonderful association with  
you. I’ll never forget those days Bill, never! 
But one thing led to another – you know  
how it is – and so here it is Nov. 26, 1945, and  
I’m a civilian! I just want to say a few 
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things about this new life now Bill – tell  
you some of my “war- life” in the nex t  
letter, etc. 
 I was in Mare Island Naval Hospital – 
From Aug 21 – Sept 24 – had a case of nervous  
headaches – had had the blasted things for  
the previous three months – and there was  
no apparent cause for the suffering except  
nervousness. I myself thot a great deal of the 
trouble was my teeth – and did have a  
few pulled there – but they thot it easier  
to give me an honorable discharge – “no disease” –  
they are giving a lot of those now – to get away  
from treating different cases. Since I came  
home – I have had my teeth extracted – at  
present still am without teeth – and  
will be until Dec 15! But the headache  
trouble has been alleviated almost 100 % -- I  
still have headaches – but nothing severe  
as I did for 3 months! --  
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  -2-  
 
 So – I’ve been home since Sept 27 – it  
hardly seems possible that it is Nov 26  
already – I’ve been a civvy [[underline]] 3 whole months [[/underline]]!! 
It is a wonderful feeling, 
 I did have some rather close calls on 
the ship Bill – and a lot I’d like to forget,  
but still would like to tell you sometime. 
However—in this short letter I’l leave all  
that out – the Lord has truly blessed and  
kept me Bill—I am a lot lot stronger  
in the faith today than I was at Bainbridge— 
thank Jesus for that! Christ led me safely  
thru the war – He led me home much much  
faster than I ever dreamed of, only prayed for,  
He has led me home to a wonderful little  
lady that I love very very much – one He  
intends for me to marry I am sure, and  
one who also wants to enter full-time 
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service for Him. Miraculously I am receiving  
a pension, and am eligible as far as things  
stand today, for 48 months of education –  
in other words—I begin college in Jan 30— 
and by going 4 straight years I can graduate,  
God Willing, with a Masters degree in Religion. 
I’m going to Bob Jones College, Cleveland,  
Tennessee. It is a wonderful non-demomational,  
interdonomational school – and I am very  
fortunate in being able to go there. So god  
has proved in my life Bill, that faith in  
Him pays rich dividends.  
 I am sorry I have to stop now—I will  
type a long letter to you when you answer  
this—so please let’s answer right away huh? 
Tell me all about yourself—and about  
your swell wife and children. 
 Hoping to hear from you soon—I’ll  
say god Bless you—Your friend 
         Tom Gibbons 
 2 Tim 2:15 
